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Make a Five-Pointed “Betsy Ross” Star

Make a Five-Pointed “Betsy Ross” Star

Materials: Paper (8½x11 inches), Scissors

Figure A. 

Cut 1 inch off one of the end of the paper to make an 8½x10 inch sheet 
of paper.

Figure B.

Fold the paper in half.

Figure C.

Fold and unfold in both directions along the red and green dotted mid-
lines of the paper. Open the paper back up and keep it folded in half as 
in Figure B; now the paper has perpendicular creases.

While historians have not been able to gather any evidence that Betsy Ross was 
involved in sewing the first American flag; there is proof in the form of receipts 
that she did make flags for the Pennsylvania State Navy. 

The story of her involvement with George Washington and the first flag 
comes from the story she told her grandson, William J. Canby, at the time 
of her death. Part of this story was presented to the Pennsylvania Histori-
cal Society in 1870. In the words of Mr. Canby, “In the drawing (of the 
flag) they (the stars) were made with six points. Mrs. Ross at once said 
that this was wrong; the stars should be five pointed; they were aware of 
that, but thought there would be some difficulty in making a five pointed 
star. “Nothing easier” was her prompt reply and folding a piece of paper 
in the proper manner, with one clip of her ready scissors she quickly 
displayed to their astonished vision the five pointed star; which accord-
ingly took its place in the national standard.” 

How did Betsy Ross make a five-pointed star in one snip of her scissors? 
This is one of several ways she may have done it. (Instructions courtesy of The 
Betsy Ross House, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania).
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Make a Five-Pointed “Betsy Ross” Star

Figure D.

While folding from the top of the vertical center line (green 
dotted line), bring Corner 1 along the horizontal center line (red 
dotted line). 

Figure E.

Bring Corner 1 left to meet the edge, then fold.

Figure F.

Bring Corner 2 left and fold at yellow edge.

Figure G.

Bring back Corner 2 until it’s top edge aligns with the yellow 
edge. Fold.

Figure H.

Bring the right edge XZ and the left edge XY together, crease 
and unfold. Bring point X down to point Z together, crease, and 
unfold. You will  be left with crease marks indicated by the red 
dotted lines.

Figure I.

Cut from point Z through the intersection of the creases made in 
Figure H, along the solid green line in the illustration. The paper 
is thick and may be difficult for younger children to cut through.
The yellow shaded area is the five-pointed star. 

Figure D

XX

YY
ZZ 22


